"God Comes"
(November 28th 2016)

At the beginning of the new cycle of the Church’s year, the liturgy invites the Church to renew her
proclamation to all peoples and sums it up in two words ‘God comes.’ These words, so concise, contain an
ever new evocative power.
If we pause for a moment to reflect we notice that the phrase is not used in the past tense—God has
come, nor in the future—God will come, but in the present—‘God comes.’ This is an ever-continuous
action: it happened, it is happening now and it will happen again. In whichever moment, ‘God comes.’
Advent invites us all to become aware of God who come to us. It rings out as a salutary appeal in the
days, weeks and months that repeat: Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yesterday, not tomorrow,
but today, now!
The one true God, ‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ is not a God who is there in Heaven,
unconcerned with us and our history, but he is the-God-who-comes. He is a Father who always thinks of
us and, in the extreme respect of our freedom, desires to meet us and visit us; he wants to come, to dwell
among us, to stay with us. His ‘coming’ is motivated by the desire to free us from evil and death, from all
that prevents our true happiness. God comes to dwell among us.

WARNING……WARNING: ADVENT VIRUS
Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The hearts of a great many have already
been exposed to this virus and it is possible that people everywhere could come down with it in epidemic
proportions. This could pose a serious threat to what has, up to now, been a fairly stable condition of
conflict in the world.
Some signs and symptoms of The Advent Virus:
•

A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on fears based on past experiences.

•

An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment.

•

A loss of interest in judging other people.

•

A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others.

•

A loss of interest in conflict.

•

A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious symptom.)

•

Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.

•

Contented feelings of connectedness with others and nature.

•

Frequent attacks of smiling.

•

An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than make them happen.

•

An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the uncontrollable urge to
extend it.

